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Parade of the Volkspolizei 
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About 3,303 VPs participated in the parade held in Rerlin on 7 October 1952 
which celebrated the anniversary of the foundation of the Jerman Democratic 
Republic. The VPs were unarmed, only officers carried aistols, Sleven VP 
senerals, who wore the new ¥P uniforms, were observed on the reviewing 
platforn, No Soviet treoss varticipated in the parade, 


The parade was led by @ unit of about 109 men on motorcycles who carried 

a standard. This unit was followed by a military band composed of arny 

and sea police personnel, A general dnd five officers siarched behind the 
band, They led the first VP unit of 13 officers and 593 zen who wore 

crimson epaulets, The second and third VP units which had the sane composition 
wore black and Cark-blne epaulets resoectively. The fourth unit. which wes 
led by an officer and tro female officers consisted of two details of 100 
wonen eache The fifth unit was similar to the first unit in composition ani 
strength, The men of this unit wore green evaulets, They apparently belonred 
to the border police, because they carried a banner of the border police. 
The sixth uit, whose ren wore Llicht~blue epmilets, belonred to the air 
police, and the seveath unit was Composed of sea police versoinel who wore 
their old style uniforrs, The two latter units had the sane sbroenvtn as the 
first mit. 


axceot for the sea police, the VP rersennel observed at the parade wore the 
new olive drab uniforn, The senerals wore red ribbons around their cass with 
gold hat cords, cold epaulets and double red stripes alonc the outer seans 
of their trousers, The other officers had the ribtons arounc their cans, 
collar yatches and pipings on their trousers in the resvective service color’, 
They wore Silver enaulets with up to k stars as worn by Soviet officers, 

The "ICO wore enaulets of the tyne oreviously worn in the Jerman Arny. Vhey 
teo had collar »atches and pipinss in their respective service color, 
Photozraahs of the parading ¥P vere nade, 


[| comment. a total of about %,000 nen 
particinated inthe ~ narade. 


25X1 Ze [|__Icoment. It is believed that red service color is worn by infantry 
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units, black by tank troogs aad artillery units and green by the border nolice, 
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